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EflBROIDERIES FOR HOHE DECORATION. 




IS HARDLY to be expected that 
the thousands of people in this 
countr} 7 living in towns and dis- 
tricts remote from the large cen- 
tres of population should keep 
pace with all the new ideas ex- 
ploited for home decoration. We 
therefore endeavor to keep them 
posted, through our pages, on 
whatever seems the best and 
most desirable, from a practical 
and aesthetic standpoint. 
To this end, therefore, we offer this month a number 
of original, artistic and up to-date designs for decorative 
embroidery, trusting they may be of interest to lovers 
of artistic home adornments. 

Time has been — not far back — when art embroideries, 
for these uses, were looked upon as luxuries indulged 
in only by the very wealthy, or by the fortunate posses- 
sor of talent in the use of the needle and dainty silken 
flosses, for her own or her friends' advantage. This is not 
the case to day, however ; business enterprise and push 
have seen the advantages to be derived by supplying 
these embroideries to the many who love and appreciate - 
such work in their homes, and in such a manner has 
this been managed as to lift the enterprise above the 
level of the manufacturer to that of the art crafts. 

Much thought has been given to the artistic qualities 
of the work, both as to beauty of design and delicacy 
of coloring: this latter quality can be little judged 
through the designs offered here, but as to beauty and 
fitness of design there can be little question. 





Treatment of Mantel Draper v and Mirror Frame. 
By the Philadelphia Embroidery Co". 



Design Showing Treatment of Overmantel and Frieze. 
By the Philadelphia Embroidery Co. 

The Philadelphia Embroidery Co. have been estab- 
lished for the purpose of filling this long-felt want, 
and with whaft skill they are going about it is aptly il- 
lustrated by these designs. There are many uses to 
which this beautiful art may be employed in our home 
decoration,, as the design showing the treatment of a 
doorway will prove. Here will be seen, not only the 
simply and daintily- embroidered drapery, but the wall 
surfaces above the dado, the panels in the frieze and 
overdoor, as well as the small panels in the door itself. 

In this rich and elegant scheme the color study may 
be of interest. The woodwork is a rich, deep red ma- 
hogany ; the drapery a soft cream color, tending to pink 
in the shadows, embroidered in a soft shade of green; 
the valance is a green to match the embroidery on the 
drapery, decorated in a lighter self -coloring. The wall 
panels are a delicate cream-pink, with flower and leaf 
in darker pink and soft green, the border of sun- flowers 
and leaves, in rich tones of deep yellow, the green of 
the leaves matching the embroidery on the diaper. 
The frieze is decorated in the panels in soft yellow and 



December, 1896 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



85- 




over the polished armor; the dainty banner floating at 
the lance tip ; the silken scarf about the arm or waist, 
and the sumptuous trappings of his gallant steed, as 
well, all carried evidences of the loving skill of the 
* * ladie faire." The walls were hung with arras, em- 
broidered in glowing silks and gold on richest back- 
grounds, showing their skill and valor in feats of tour- 
nament or war. 

From time immemorial we read of this beautiful art, 
in which the women of all ages have exercised their 
taste and skill in this line. It seemed to be the one and 
only art accomplishment for the fair sex, and even to- 
day, in this fin de sieele age, when woman's field of 
usefulness is vastly extended, she still finds time to- 
wield the needle in this dainty art. To those who have 
not the time or ability, these productions will be found 
as useful as they are artistic and beautiful. 

We are indebted to the courtesy of the Philadelphia 
Embroidery Co. for the illustrations contained in this 
article, and we feel sure they will interest our readers.. 



Empire Treatment of Applique Em- 
broidery. By the Philadelphia 
Embroidery Co. 

reddish-brown on a ground of delicate 
gray, with a running border over in 
cream and gold on a soft green ground. 

This scheme is rich and effective, of- 
fering an agreeable harmony to the eye. 
Of course it is not every room wherein 
this method of decoration could be 
adopted; the drawing-room, the parlor 
or reception-room, or any room, in fact, 
given over to the social side of life, 
would be beautified and enriched by the 
proper use of this art. The other de- 
signs speak for themselves, and, while 
they show attractive possibilities, they 
offer but an inadequate idea of the many 
advantages of this decorative art, that 
is fast being recognized as an important 
factor in interior decoration. 

Embroidery is an ancient and time- 
honored art; tapestries, draperies and 
housings for man and beast, as well as 
for home adornment have been ex- 
ecuted by fair fingers of waiting-maid, 
sweetheart and wife. In the time of 
the Crusades the knight was not 
equipped for the fray without some 
such token of the loved one's thought 
and care. The velvet mantle thrown 







Design Showing Treatment of Drapery and Wall, Frieze and Door Panels,. 
By the Philadelphia Embroidery Co. 



